MIGRATION and
PROTECTION

ASIA PACIFIC CHAPTER

|ARMJ (g‘

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
REFUGEE AND MIGRATION JUDGES

/S years

of the Convention -

where Zﬁrfmm here!
v

2026

RNZYS
AUCKLAND

NEW ZEALAND

CONFERENCE NEWSLETTER NO 1 - August 2026

KNOWLEDGE + INDEPENDENCE FAIRNESS + DIGNITY


http://www.iarmj.org/

THE IARM] ASIA PACIFIC BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

Dear friends,

Preparations are well under way for this year’s [ARM]
Asia Pacific conference in refugee and migration law.
These are challenging times and we have devised a
programme intended to both challenge you and offer
you solutions.

In this first newsletter for the conference, we want to
focus on the preconference workshop. The
conference plenary will be covered in the next two
newsletters, in September and October.

The purpose of a good workshop is to pitch issues at a
practical level, allow for audience input and
participation, and try to promote critical thinking and
analysis.

We are very lucky to have a battery of experts to
present to us on a range of difficult topics.

Louise Moor is a member of the IARM]’s Working
Party on COI, Expert Evidence and Social media. Her
particular expertise is the impact of social media on
claims, evidence and risk. The ‘right’ to express
oneself through social media is increasingly a feature
of claims. Louise will discuss the phenomenon of the
‘keyboard warrior’ and the reliability and weight of
social media evidence.

The boundaries of the ‘internal flight/protection
alternative’ have long vexed decision-makers. Plainly,
a person cannot be expected to find protection in a
location which is not accessible, or where they have no
legal right to remain. Equally, claimants are expected
to avail themselves of an internal flight/protection
alternative if one is available. In between, there is a
grey area of uncertainty. Fraser Robertson and
Judge Declan O’Callaghan will apply the Bunsen
burner of logic to the test tube of global approaches, to
try to distill the perfect whiskey of reasoning.

This year has seen heatwaves in Europe and India,
hurricanes in Hawaii, record rain causing a million
people to be evacuated in China and devastating
earthquakes in Venezuela, Indonesia and Colombia.
Protection claims based on climate change and natural
hazards are inevitable and we need to know how to
respond.

Bruce Burson and Judge Farin Anthony are
acknowledged experts in the field and will talk you
through the steps needed to resolve such claims.

Asylum claims have always been vulnerable to abuse.
To those with no other pathway to migration, they
offer a tempting bypass on the road to residence in
another country. Atthe very least, large backlogs and

under-resourced systems mean that claimants may be
tempted to lodge meritless claims in order to secure the
right to work for several years. Sean Baker and Judge
Martin Treadwell will talk about the growing problem
of cynical or meritless claims and the toolbox of
responses available to decision-makers.

As part of the Philippines’ Global Refugee Forum Pledge,
it has developed an Education Complimentary Pathways
Programme that seeks to empower Rohingya
stateless/refugee students by providing them with a
College degree. State Counsel Paulito De Jesus will take
us through the journey that the Philippines has
undertkaen, employing a whole of society approach,
which led to the success of the Philippines’ CPath
Program.

The Philippines is only country in Southeast Asia to
accede to both the 1954 Statelessness Convention and
the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness,
and is a ‘solutions seeker’ state under the Global
Alliance to End Statelessness. State Counsel Melvin
Suarez will run-through the key initiatives, milestones,
and challenges to end statelessness, and to prevent from
becoming stateless those at risk of statelessness in the
Philippines.

The deportation of serious criminal, non-citizen
offenders is often seen as the right of sovereign states,
particularly where the risk of reoffending is seen as
unacceptably high. Some jurisdictions argue that the
most serious offending justifies deportation regardless
of future risk. But what of offenders who have never
known anywhere else? The predicament of ‘home
grown’ offenders raises serious humanitarian issues.
Numerous human rights considerations are involved.
There is often tension between political stances and
legal principle. Andrew Molloy and Professor Yukari
Ando will provide insight into how these difficult cases
might be decided.

Do come to Auckland in November and join us in
debating these challenging, but fascinating, issues. And
these are all before the conference itself has even
started!

We have deliberately chosen the Skytower’s Orbit
restaurant for the conference dinner, for its intimacy
and extraordinary views of Auckland. Added to that is
the opportunity of a Saturday wine-tasting tour to
Waiheke Island, a 30-minute ferry ride from downtown
Auckland. Waiheke is home to some of New Zealand’s
most prestigious vineyards and the tour is not to be
missed.
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Discover Auckland
and Waiheke Island

We look forward to welcoming you to Auckland,
New Zealand — a vibrant, harbourside city
renowned for its natural beauty, world-class
hospitality and easy access to unforgettable
experiences. Take time to explore all that our

region has to offer.

Waiheke Island vineyard tour — world-class wines in stunning surroundings.

The Waiheke Ferry — your gateway to island experiences.

Auckland Ferry Building - a heritage landmark on the waterfront.
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