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From the Editors, 
Salamu kwa marafiki zangu, 

It’s a mid-afternoon in September 1965.  Nairobi’s cool season has reduced the 

temperature to a very pleasant low-20s and the flame trees of Thika are blooming, 

casting an orange-red streak across the landscape.  At the Thorn Tree Café at the 

New Stanley Hotel on Kenyatta Avenue, a 7-year-old boy sits.  He is small for his 

age and he swings his feet (which don’t quite reach the ground), irritating his 

mother.  Bored, he barely listens as his mother chats over coffee with her friends at 

a small wrought-iron table.  The table is next to the thorn tree which stands in the 

middle of the café.   

There are cakes on a three-tiered plate – the only thing which might alleviate the 

boy’s boredom, but he knows better than to take one without being invited.  He watches a chameleon as it 

slowly climbs the trunk of the thorn tree, trying to decide if he should catch it and take it home to put on a red 

blanket.  His friend Paul Ofwona has told him that chameleons explode if you put them on a red surface.  The 

boy doesn’t really believe it, but is torn between the awfulness of it happening (if true) and the interest of 

conducting a science experiment.  In the end, the boy forgets the chameleon because his mother has at last 

offered him a lemon slice from the cake stand.  The chameleon fails to appreciate its narrow escape. 

It is again mid-afternoon but it’s now October 2016, 51 years later.  I’m with Katelijne Declerck and Isaac 

Lenaola, strategising about IARMJ matters over coffee.  We’re sitting at a small wrought-iron table next to the 

thorn tree in the middle of the Thorn Tree Café at the Stanley Hotel.  There are momentous decisions to be 

made and the complexity of juggling the interests and needs of judges and decision-makers from all over the 

world weigh heavily upon us.   

Suddenly, I’m taken back to that moment in 1965.  The presence of my mother at this very spot, under this 

very tree, returns to me.  I am again that small boy sitting here, swinging my feet and watching the 

chameleon.   I can hear again the street vendors of Nairobi as they hawk their wares, the chatter of my 

mother and her friends as they talk about fundraising for the Duke of York school and I can taste that lemon 

slice.  I struggle to bring myself back to the conversation with Katelijne and Isaac.  For a moment, I nearly get 

up to check if the chameleon is still there, but I’m not sure that I can explain myself without sounding quite 

mad, so I don’t.  And the moment passes. 

There is an old Kenyan saying: Sogeza kama kinyonga.  Weka jicho moja kwenye yaliyopita na lingine kwa 

yajayo.   Move like a chameleon.  Keep one eye on the past and another on the future. 

Come 17 November 2025, I will get another chance to sit at a small wrought-iron table at the Thorn Tree Café 

and remember my mother.  And I’m damned well going to look for the chameleon. 

  

 

 

Judge Martin Treadwell 
Co-Editor 

Martin Treadwell 

Co-Editor 
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HABARI KUTOKA NAIROBI

Update from the President

Greetings from Nairobi, Kenya, 

Preparations for the Global Conference of our Association are in top gear. A 

good number of you have already registered and paid for their 

accommodation. The program is shaping up well and with almost all speakers 

and session chairs having confirmed attendance.  Please take advantage of the 

early bird registration offer and book your flights as soon as possible.  I promise 

a memorable conference and do take advantage of your attendance to go on safari as well.  You may also visit 

the Association’s Website for further details or write to us on the emails given there. 

To regular business now, I wish to address the need for empathy in our work.  I was recently reminded of the 

value of empathy in decision-making, hence my writing about it.  Around the world, millions of people flee 

persecution, war, and violence, seeking safety and hope in foreign lands.  Behind every asylum claim is a 

human story—of survival, trauma, and the desperate search for protection.  As judges, we hold immense 

power over these lives.  Our rulings can mean the difference between safety and deportation to danger, 

between hope and despair. 

This is why judicial sensitivity is not just a virtue but a necessity.  Refugees and asylum seekers often arrive 

with deep scars—psychological, physical, and emotional.  Many have endured torture, witnessed atrocities, or 

lost everything.  Yet, in courtrooms, they are expected to recount their horrors with perfect consistency, 

under the pressure of legal scrutiny.  Trauma, however, does not follow neat timelines.  Memory fractures 

under stress, and cultural differences can obscure understanding. 

Too often, scepticism overshadows empathy.  A single inconsistency, a moment of hesitation, or a lack of 

documentation—common in rushed escapes—is misconstrued as deceit.  But justice must recognize the 

human context.  UNHCR often reminds us that credibility assessments should be informed, not inflexible—

grounded in an understanding of trauma, language barriers, and the chaos of displacement. 

Judges must also confront unconscious biases.  Just recently, a group I belong to has started a conversation on 

this tricky subject.  Stereotypes painting asylum seekers as “opportunists” or “burdens” seep into courtrooms, 

distorting fairness.  Yet, international law is clear: the right to seek asylum is fundamental.  Our moral and 

legal obligation is to uphold it—not with cold detachment, but with rigor and compassion. 

Some argue that sensitivity undermines judicial objectivity.  I say it strengthens it.  Empathy does not mean 

lowering standards; it means applying them with awareness.  It means listening deeply, questioning 

thoughtfully, and recognizing that behind every case file is a person whose life may hinge on your 

discernment. 

To you my esteemed colleagues on the bench: You are the guardians of justice in its purest form.  When you 

adjudicate asylum claims, you do more than interpret law—you affirm our shared humanity.  Let us ensure 

our courtrooms are places where the vulnerable are heard, where trauma is understood, and where justice is 

truly blind—to prejudice, but never to suffering. 

With best wishes, 
Isaac Lenaola 

President, IARMJ 

Justice Isaac Lenaola  
President, IARMJ
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NEWS FROM THE CHAPTERS 
In each issue, we report on developments and issues affecting the four chapters of the IARMJ 

 

AFRICA CHAPTER 
 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

It is an exciting time for the Africa Chapter, having the chance to once again host 

the World Conference.  It has not been held in our region since 2014, when 

Tunisia hosted it and the opportunity to once again gather our friends and 

colleagues here, and to showcase the best that this wonderful continent has to 

offer, is a great privilege.   

This will be a rare opportunity for judges from all over Africa to meet their 

counterparts from the other regions of the world and to share their narratives of 

the role that judges can play in the application of international law principles, 

particularly in relation to protection issues and forced displacement. 

As President of the Africa Chapter, I have had the opportunity to be involved on 

the Programme Committee for the conference.  I can attest to the very high quality of the topics and the speakers.  

Indeed, it is a tribute to the Association that its reputation is such that the President of Kenya, William Ruto, has 

kindly agreed to open the conference for us. 

As to the venue, the conference is being held at the 

Mövenpick Hotel, in Westlands, Nairobi.  An elegant 

276-room hotel, the Mövenpick will offer us comfort, 

style and the occasional distraction from our 

intellectual engagements, such as the delightful Kijani 

bar and the hotel’s 19th floor revolving restaurant.  

From a Chapter point of view I can report about two 

activities in South Africa.  

 Our member, Advocate Zilpha Raphesu, who is the 

Chair of the Refugee Appeals Authority of South 

Africa (RAASA), convened a very successful intensive 

workshop, over four days in May, for incoming 

adjudicators.  This was supported by the Department 

of Home Affairs, JIFA and UNHCR.  The workshop 

focussed on refugee law and international instruments, the objective being to bring the adjudicators onboard into 

the RAASA to deal effectively with, and eradicate, the existing backlog.   

The other workshop was convened by our Member, Senior Magistrate Pieter Du Plessis, at the UNHCR offices in 

Pretoria.  The workshop attendees were magistrates who deal with criminal matters concerning refugees.  The 

workshop focused on the arrest and detention of illegal foreigners as well as the current legal context in relation to 

them, as well as other provisions of the Immigration Act.  

Both workshops were excellent and I thank the presenters for their hard work. 

I look forward very much to seeing you all in Nairobi.  Do bring your safari gear! 

  

Judge President Dunstan Mlambo 
President, 

Africa Chapter 

Mlambo JP 
President, Africa Chapter  
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AMERICAS CHAPTER 
 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

I am pleased to report that, for the Americas Chapter, the 2025 Webinar Series on 

International Protection and Refugee Status Determination (2025 Webinar Series) 

was successfully launched this May.  

Co-organized by the IARMJ Americas Chapter and the UNHCR, this project is the 

first webinar series to be developed by the Americas Chapter.   The series consists 

of three webinars taking place on May 2, June 20, and July 18, each focused on a 

topic that shapes refugee status determination in the Americas.  

The topic for the first webinar on Friday May 2, 2025 was the principle of non-

refoulement.   At once one of the most basic and one of the most aspirational tenets of international refugee law, 

the principle of non-refoulement has a particular, complex significance in the unique context of the Americas, 

where promises of “world-wide welcome” for the “tired,” the “poor,” and those “yearning to breathe free” – to 

quote the well-known poem – have famously been issued from the homelands of Indigenous peoples and nations, 

changed through the labour of many millions from Africa who did not “breathe free,” and which now, through 

migration, are called home by culturally and ethnographically diverse communities and peoples.   

At our first webinar on May 2, we had two speakers: Justice Love Saint-Fleur from the Canadian Federal Court and 

Mr Javier Arcentales, Senior Legal Adviser to the Presidency of the Constitutional Court of Ecuador.  Each speaker 

discussed how the principle of non-refoulement has shaped the law of refugee status determination in their 

respective jurisdictions.   The program was bilingual, with live Spanish and English interpretation available thanks to 

the efforts of Mr José Sieber from the UNHCR.   Following the presentations, we held a short Q&A featuring 

questions from the audience, moderated by former President of the Americas Chapter, Justice Russel Zinn of the 

Canadian Federal Court.   

The first webinar was followed by a second session on June 20, 2025, or World Refugee Day.   The topic for the 

second webinar was due process, an essential, and revealing, aspect of international refugee law.   As due process 

is the means by which human rights are upheld in adversarial proceedings between individuals and the state, who 

is afforded due process – and who is not – reveals much about a society’s expansive or constricted conception of 

the human.   In doing so, due process serves as much as a mirror as it does a sign: to quote a famous American 

author’s letter to his namesake, “what they do and cause you to endure, does not testify to your inferiority, but to 

their inhumanity and fear.”  

Our two speakers for the second webinar were Justice Russel Zinn of the Canadian Federal Court and 

Commissioner Andrea Pochak, the Rapporteur on Human Mobility for the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights (IACHR).   In addition to reviewing how due process operates in their respective jurisdictions, both speakers 

shared insights on what it means to uphold due process in the refugee status determination process, which 

combines some of the highest aspirations for due process with some of the most challenging conditions in which it 

must be actualized.   

With almost 300 registrants and attendees joining from across the Americas and beyond, the 2025 Webinar Series 

has been a great success.   Our audience at the May 2 and June 20 webinars included jurists and decision-makers 

from 20 countries in the Americas, including large delegations from Honduras, Peru, and Trinidad and Tobago.  

Each region within the Americas was represented, with 74 attendees from North America, 65 from Central 

America, 36 from South America, and 15 from the Caribbean.   There were also several participants who joined us 
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from countries across Africa and Europe.   Although the program was scheduled for one hour, the two webinars 

extended to almost one hour and twenty minutes in length.  At both webinars, we could entertain only one 

question from the audience during the final Q&A. 

One thing has become clear from the response to the 2025 Webinar Series: decision-makers in the Americas are 

thirsty for knowledge.   This readily came across in the number of people who participated and the number of 

countries represented, which were 25 in total.   I hope that this momentum will continue into the upcoming 

webinar in July and, most importantly, for the global conference of the IARMJ in November. 

Until then, we will remain hard at work on organizing the third and last webinar in the series, which will be taking 

place on Friday July 18, 2025 at 1pm EST.   The topic for this webinar is humanitarian and compassionate factors in 

international refugee protection.   If any of you would like to participate, please do not hesitate to contact the 

Americas Chapter. 

Shirzad Ahmed 

President, Americas Chapter 

 

CHARTS AND FIGURES 

Total Number of Registrants: 291 people from 30 countries 

Total Number of Attendees: 198 people from 25 countries 

Table 1. Registration by Country and Region 

Country/Region # Country/Region # 

CARIBBEAN 31 SOUTH AMERICA 55 

 Aruba 1  Argentina 5 

 Dominican Republic 1  Brazil 3 

 Puerto Rico 1  Chile 7 

 Trinidad and Tobago 28  Ecuador 8 

CENTRAL AMERICA 88  Paraguay 2 

 Bolivia 1  Peru 29 

 Colombia 5  Suriname 1 

 Costa Rica 9 INTERNATIONAL 16 

 Guatemala 8  Botswana 1 

 Honduras 55  Cyprus 1 

 Nicaragua 1  Egypt 1 

 Panama 9  Greece 3 

NORTH AMERICA 101  Ireland 1 

 Canada 87  Kenya 2 

 Mexico 7  Nigeria 1 

 United States of America 7  South Africa 3 

   Tunisia 1 

    Other 2 

TOTAL 291 
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Figure 1. Attendance by Country and Region 
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ASIA PACIFIC CHAPTER 
 
Dear friends and colleagues,  

Within the Asia-Pacific region, the practice of indefinite detention of refugees and 

asylum seekers remains a pressing human rights concern.  Despite hosting 

significant populations of displaced individuals, many countries in the region 

maintain policies and practices that enable indefinite detention of non-citizens 

without legal safeguards. This situation is further compounded by the absence of a 

unified and comprehensive regional refugee protection framework and the limited 

ratification of international conventions by countries within the region.  In some 

jurisdictions, restrictive detention policies are triggered by national security rhetoric.  

The region’s varied practices leave thousands , if not more, in a state of uncertainty, 

thus undermining the principles of protection and dignity for displaced persons.  

To bring this conversation upfront, the IARMJ Asia Pacific Chapter held its first webinar for the year 2025 on June 

26, 2025, entitled “ Challenges of Indefinite Detention”.  The Chapter was honoured to have Judge Rolf Driver (ret.) 

as its Speaker, with Professor Yukari Ando as Commentator/Reactor.  Some 90 chapter members attended, which 

was an excellent turnout. 

 

 

On the brighter side, the Philippines, a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol as well as 

the 1954 Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of 

Statelessness, held a successful media launch for this year’s National and World Refugee Day, spearheaded by the 

Department of Justice .   

This year’s celebration focused on “Strengthening Spaces of Resilience and Hope”.1  It gathered together 

government agencies, the Philippine Judiciary, international organizations, the academe, the civil society sector and 

displaced communities to highlight collaborative initiatives towards protection, integration and empowerment.  

The media launch was followed by a series of events leading towards the celebration of National /World Refugee 

Day last June 20 .  The week of National Refugee Day opened with a Blue Monday commemoration wherein 

government agencies expressed solidarity with the forcibly displaces and stateless.  Significant landmarks in Manila 

 
1  https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRPhilippines/posts/1117620843743878?rdid=DHiYx4lllm5Nlhqu#   

Judge Maria J G (Joy) Torres 
President, 

Asia Pacific Chapter  

Judge Rolf Driver (ret’d) Professor Yukari Ando 

https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRPhilippines/posts/1117620843743878?rdid=DHiYx4lllm5Nlhqu
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were lit up in blue in commemoration of National and World Refugee Day.  This was followed by a National 

Refugee Conference which featured plenary and breakout sessions that focused on global and local displacement 

trends, inclusive community-building, and refugee-led initiatives.2   

Parallel activities among others included a Solidarity Bazaar featuring refugee-led businesses, 3rd Refugee Film 

Festival and Solidarity Football Match in partnership with UNHCR Philippines, Art Workshops done with refugee 

children and asylum seekers, and 2-part podcast on facilitated judicial naturalization process by the Supreme Court 

through the SC Communications Office.3  

As we mark World/National Refugee Day, let us be reminded that 

behind every statistic is a human story of courage, survival and hope.  

It is not only a day of remembrance but a call to action – to uphold 

the dignity of those forced to flee, to challenge systems and practices 

that dehumanize , build inclusive and empowered communities and 

to advocate spaces of resilience and hope.   

  

 
2  Featuring representatives from various government agencies and the Philippine Judiciary through the Special Committee 

on Facilitated Naturalization for Refugees and Stateless Persons with the UNHCR as facilitator. 
3  https://x.com/SCPh_PIO/status/1936605072882040965  

Joy Torres 
President, Asia Pacific Chapter 
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EUROPE CHAPTER 

 

Dear friends and colleagues,  

 

I am pleased to provide you with an update on the recent activities and upcoming plans 

of the European Chapter. 

This spring, IARMJ-Europe co-organised the Tripartite Judicial Roundtable in Strasbourg, 

in collaboration with the European Court of Human Rights, the Court of Justice of the 

European Union, the European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA), and the Association of 

European Administrative Judges (AEAJ).  The event brought together judges from 

European and national courts to reflect on shared challenges and evolving jurisprudence 

in the area of asylum and migration.  

Our Chapter was represented by Bostjan Zalar, Hugo Storey, Hilkka Becker, and myself, 

as speakers, and we were honoured to contribute to the discussions on behalf of IARMJ-Europe.  The exchanges 

underscored the central role of judges in ensuring that the implementation of the New Pact on Migration and 

Asylum remains anchored in legal certainty and fundamental rights.  Importantly, many other IARMJ-Europe 

members also joined the Roundtable as participants, reflecting the growing engagement of our network and the 

value of such high-level judicial dialogue. 

During our internal discussions in Strasbourg, we agreed that the next IARMJ-Europe Conference will take place in 

Paris on 8–9 October 2026, hosted by the Conseil d’État and the Cour Nationale du Droit d’Asile (CNDA). 

Preparations will soon begin and, while the content is still under development, the conference will address the 

legal and institutional transformations brought by the New Pact and provide a space for deep judicial reflection and 

exchange. 

Looking ahead, our next engagement will be the Berlin Workshop in June 2026.  This event will focus on specific 

themes and practical dimensions of asylum and migration adjudication, continuing our commitment to judicial 

cooperation, peer learning, and excellence. 

Following this report, I include the speech I delivered in Strasbourg, which outlines the key themes of the 

Roundtable and highlights the increasing challenges judges face across Europe in ensuring access to justice, 

fairness, and legal consistency. 

 

With warm regards, 

Catherine Koutsopoulou 
President, Europe Chapter 

 

  

Judge Catherine 
Koutsopoulou 

President, 
Europe Chapter  
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“Judicial dialogue through the case-law of the CJEU, the ECtHR and national courts  

in the field of international protection”4 

15-16 May 2025 

European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg Pressroom 

Dear President Bosnak, President Lenaerts, Head of the Asylum Knowledge Center of the European Union Agency 

for Asylum, Mr Ward Lutin, esteemed representatives of the EUAA, distinguished colleagues and participants, 

It is both an honour and a true pleasure to join you here in Strasbourg — a city that symbolises European unity and 

fundamental rights — and to speak at this High-Level Roundtable as President of the International Association of 

Refugee and Migration Judges – Europe Chapter and as Presiding Judge at the First Instance Administrative Court 

of Athens. 

Drawing from both roles, I hope to offer a perspective grounded in national adjudication and enriched by 

international judicial cooperation — a perspective I trust will contribute meaningfully to our shared dialogue on the 

evolving field of asylum and migration law. 

But before we look ahead, I would like to take a brief step back. 

The first judicial roundtable on asylum-related issues — bringing together judges from the European courts and 

national jurisdictions — began here in Strasbourg in 2012.  It was not born of institutional mandate, but rather of 

judicial initiative — and in particular from the vision of our Association and of Judge Hugo Storey, who first 

proposed the idea of a tripartite judicial dialogue between European supranational courts and national judges.  This 

vision created a unique network focused solely on refugee and migration adjudication. 

In 2018, the IARMJ and EASO chose to integrate this format into the EASO framework, recognising that such 

collaboration could support broader participation, continuity, and capacity — especially through the National 

Contact Point network. This transition allowed the roundtable’s core values — equality, mutual learning, and 

judicial trust — to take deeper institutional root.  These values continue to guide us today. 

Over time, the roundtable has grown to include colleagues from other judicial networks, whose presence enriches 

our discussions — notably including members of the AEAJ. 

We are equally grateful for the continued participation of international institutions such as the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), whose contributions remind us that refugee and migration adjudication goes 

beyond legal interpretation — it is ultimately about dignity, protection, and shared responsibility. 

This reminder that the law serves people and not just principles is particularly relevant today. 

Turning to the present: 

We meet at a moment of significant legal transformation.  The expected entry into force of the New Pact on 

Migration and Asylum in 2026 will reshape national procedures and legal responsibilities in fundamental ways. 

Once again, national judges will stand at the centre of this transformation — tasked with translating complex legal 

frameworks into lived rights. 

 
4 Speech delivered by Judge Catherine Koutsopoulou at the EUAA High-Level Roundtable 
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Yet even before these changes are formally enacted, we already face urgent legal dilemmas — questions that 

demand open, principled, and sustained judicial dialogue. 

Let me highlight just a few: 

• How can we, as judges, strike the right balance between the Pact’s emphasis on deterrence-based border 

control and the fundamental duty to ensure fair and individualised access to protection — including the 

right to an effective remedy? 

• In applying safe country concepts, what is our role in safeguarding evidence-based reasoning — particularly 

where access to protection is hindered by serious practical obstacles, or where readmission is uncertain or 

politically contested? 

• As armed conflicts multiply and civilians are increasingly exposed to indiscriminate violence, how can 

courts ensure that the interpretation of Article 3 ECHR and Article 15(c) of the Qualification Directive 

evolves consistently — so that protection is not fragmented by divergent legal thresholds? 

• As return procedures become more prominent, how do we uphold human dignity — especially for those 

who cannot be returned in practice, who live in legal limbo, or whose status remains unsettled due to 

repeated asylum applications, secondary movements, or inconsistent treatment across national systems? 

• And finally, as migration adjudication increasingly becomes the focus of political and public pressure, how 

can we safeguard judicial independence not only in law but in public perception and institutional support? 

Dear colleagues, these are not abstract questions.  

They arise daily in our courtrooms, and the way we answer them will shape the legal character of Europe’s evolving 

asylum and migration system. 

Within the IARMJ, we approach these challenges not only through legal analysis, but through structured peer 

dialogue, cross-border judicial exchange, and the sharing of practical experience among judges across all levels of 

jurisdiction.  We offer a space where judges can reflect critically, learn collectively, and contribute to the 

development of coherent and principled case law across the region. 

And, that is precisely what this roundtable is about.  It is not a ceremony — it is a living space for mutual learning.  

A space where judges speak to one another — not merely with formality, but with trust. 

It is here that we explore not only what the law says, but what the law demands of us — especially in times of legal, 

social, and institutional complexity, often under the pressure of political discourse and public scrutiny. 

As we move forward, let us remember that the law is not static — it evolves through our questions, our 

interactions, and our willingness to interpret it in light of the human being before us. 

In this shared effort, the judge is not only a decision-maker — but a guardian of fairness, of human dignity, and of 

legal truth. 

Let me close with the words of former ECtHR President Jean-Paul Costa, who once said: 

“Human rights are not only a legal construct; they are a moral and civilisational project  

that must be defended every day — by every judge who applies them.” 

This roundtable is one such act of defence.  May we carry its spirit back to our courts, our judgments, and our 

judicial conscience.  Thank you. 
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Images from the the Tripartite Judicial 

Roundtable in Strasbourg, in 

collaboration with the European Court 

of Human Rights, the Court of Justice of 

the European Union, the European 

Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA), and 

the Association of European 

Administrative Judges (AEAJ).   
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WORKING PARTIES UPDATE 
 

IARMJ Working Parties Process Delivers Panel 

Session at the CARFMS 2025 Conference 

IARMJ members and the IARMJ Inter-Conference Working Parties Process were 

active participants in this year’s Canadian Association for Refugees and Forced 

Migration Studies (CARFMS) biennial conference.  A number of IARMJ members 

participated in several panel sessions at the CARFMS 2025 Conference, 

including, the IARMJ Working Parties’ hybrid panel session that was titled, 

“Collaborating and Cooperating on the Critical Legal Issues Confronting Refugee 

and Migration Laws”.   

Five IARMJ Working Party Rapporteurs and Associate Rapporteurs, along with the 

Coordinator of the IARMJ Working Parties Process, participated in the panel session.  The panel included: Judge 

Judith Gleeson (UK), Rapporteur of the Human Rights Nexus Working Party; Yukari Ando (Japan), Associate 

Rapporteur of the Detention Working Party; Hilary Evans Cameron (Canada), Associate Rapporteur of the 

Training/Professional Development Working Party; Judge John Keith (UK), Rapporteur of the Artificial Intelligence, 

Information Technology, and Judicial Decision-Making Working Party; and Nurjehan Mawani (Canada), Rapporteur 

of the Climate, Migration, and Protection Pathways Working Party were the panel presenters. Both Judge John 

Keith and Nurjehan Mawani participated via Zoom.  And the panel session was chaired and facilitated by James C. 

Simeon (Canada), the Coordinator of the IARMJ Working Party Process.  

The CARFMS 2025 Conference was held at the Toronto Metropolitan University (TMU), in the heart of downtown 

Toronto, from May 26th – 29th.  CARFMS 2025 featured a number of keynote speakers and plenary panel sessions 

and various concurrent panel sessions each day.  There were over 200 participants, mostly from Canada but also 

from all parts of the world, at the biennial conference.  The IARMJ Working Parties panel session was held in the 

morning on Wednesday, May 28th, and it was well attended.  

The panel chair, IARMJ Working Parties Coordinator, James C Simeon, welcomed everyone to the panel session and 

gave a brief description of the IARMJ, as a professional judicial association, and its Inter-Conference Working 

Parties Process.  This was followed by presentations by each of the Working Party Rapporteurs or Associate 

Rapporteurs.  The focus of these presentations was on the most recent work of their respective Working Parties 

and their plans for the forthcoming IARMJ World Conference in Nairobi, Kenya, from 17th – 21st November 2025. 

Following the presentations there was a lively question and answer segment with a number of questions dealing 

with the IARMJ’s biennial World Conferences and the IARMJ’s Working Parties’ activities at these World 

Conferences.  There were also a number of questions regarding the IARMJ Working Parties’ guidelines, several that 

are currently in the works and several that have been approved and are found on the IARMJ website at  

https://www.iarmj.org/en/working-parties. (See Working Parties / Guidelines) 

The panel session concluded with the observation that the IARMJ and its Working Parties are doing important work 

in a number of respects.  As a professional judicial association it is supporting the important work of its members 

through the provision of ongoing interaction with judicial colleagues across the world and it is providing a forum for 

refugee and migration law judges and decision-makers to meet and discuss legal issues and concerns and in the 

process develop a consensus on some of the most critical legal issues on the application and interpretation of 

refugee and migration laws on an international and regional basis.  The point was made that, through the process 

of IARMJ members collaborating and coordinating with each other within the association what develops, in time, is 

Professor James C Simeon 
Co-ordinator of the IARMJ Inter-

Conference Working Parties 

https://www.iarmj.org/en/working-parties
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a common understanding and interpretation of international refugee and migration law and practice.  A vital and 

necessary role in the absence of international refugee and/or migrant law court(s) to resolve any divergencies that 

might emerge in international refugee or migration law. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

“I had a farm in Africa, at the foot of the Ngong Hills.” 
 

If you know who wrote this unforgettable opening to one 

of the great books of the 20th century, Out of Africa, then 

you are very likely a Karen Blixen fan already.  And, of 

course, the Meryl Streep/Robert Redford movie later 

introduced her story to a new generation. 

If you are visiting Nairobi for the November conference, do 

visit Karen’s  house, Mbogani, at the foot of the Ngong 

Hills, where she and her husband, Baron Bror Blixen-

Finecke, established a 6,000 acre coffee farm in 1917.  

Following the purchase of the house by the Danish 

government in 1964, it was generously donated to Kenya 

and has been preserved as a museum in the lovely suburb 

of, you guessed it, Karen. 

If you haven’t read the book yet, it’s not too late to do so 

in time to visit a place that is truly a pilgrimage. 

The website for the museum is here. 

  

Professor James C Simeon 
Coordinator, IARMJ Inter-Conference Working Parties Process 

 

https://museums.or.ke/karen-blixen/


17 
 

IN THE LIBRARY 
 

A SELECTION OF IN-DEPTH REPORTS  

 

Pulling India and Pakistan Back from the Brink 

International Crisis Group, 8 May 2025 

India and Pakistan are reportedly facing their most serious interstate hostilities since 1971.  India launched a 

series of cross-border missile strikes on “terrorist infrastructure” sites in Pakistan’s Punjab province and 

Pakistani-administered Kashmir on 7 May.  The attack came two weeks after Kashmiri militants killed 26 and 

injured countless more in the Indian-administered Kashmir valley.  As the situation escalates, International 

Crisis Group assesses what steps can be taken to bring the two countries back from the brink. 

Sudan Transparency and Policy Tracker: Sudan Conflict Monitor # 19 

Ayin Network, Sudan Human Rights Hub, and STPT, 28 April 2025 

The civil war within Sudan has been described by the United Nations as the world’s largest humanitarian crisis. 

The Sudan Conflict Monitor is written from a “peacebuilding, human rights, and justice lens, reflecting on the 

most important stories in the country”.  This edition contains the latest updates on the conflict, including 

security, political, and humanitarian developments. 

The Thalassopolitics of International Drug Trafficking: The Hidden Face of Globalization? 

Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, 23 April 2025 

“What if drug traffickers had already taken control of Europe’s major seaports?”.  This publication by the 

Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime contains comprehensive research on key questions 

regarding maritime security and its relationship with organised crime.  Whether its an exploration of the 

darker sides of globalisation, how geopolitics and international relations intersect, or analysis on how to 

combat drug trafficking, this report has analysis for those who have a professional, economic, or personal 

interest.  

Opacity in Real Estate Ownership Index: Assessing data transparency and anti-money laundering rules 

in global markets 

Transparency International & Anti-Corruption Data Collective (ACDC), 26 March 2025 

This in-depth publication by Transparency International ACDC introduces the Opacity in Real Estate Ownership 

(OREO) index, a tool designed to help policy makers tackle the challenges of money laundering through the 

purchase of real estate.  Key findings note that all 24 jurisdictions assessed have exploitable frameworks, with 

substandard data collection and storage being a key factor. 

A Roadmap to Criminal Justice Accountability for SGBV Linked to Terrorism: Lessons from Nigeria 

The Soufan Center, February 2025 

The Soufan Center examines the use of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) by organisations such as 

Boko Haram, Islamic State (ISIS), and Al-Shabaab.  Despite acknowledgement by the United Nations Security 

Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate that SGBV is instrumental to how terror groups 

operate, accountability for perpetrators reportedly remains low.  Using Nigeria as an example, this brief 

explores the importance of specific prosecutorial guidelines and international collaboration to deliver justice.   

https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/india-pakistan-india-pakistan-kashmir/pulling-india-and-pakistan-back-brink?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email
https://sudantransparency.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/SCM_19.pdf
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Florian-Manet-The-thalassopolitics-of-international-drug-trafficking.-The-hidden-face-of-globalization_.pdf
https://images.transparencycdn.org/images/2025-Report-OREO-Index-English.pdf
https://images.transparencycdn.org/images/2025-Report-OREO-Index-English.pdf
https://thesoufancenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/A-Roadmap-to-Criminal-Justice-Accountability-for-SGBV-Linked-to-Terrorism-Lessons-from-Nigeria.pdf
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST IN THE MEDIA 
 

A selection of media reports which you may have missed over the past couple of months 

 

Panama Completes First Climate-Related Relocation 

Human Rights Watch, 29 May 2024 

This article discusses the community-led planned relocation of the Guna Indigenous people from the flood-prone 

island of Gardi Sugdub in Panama, in anticipation of long-term climate change impacts like sea-level rise. 

Pakistan deports undocumented Afghans 

Y Bariz - BBC News, 20 April 2025 
Pakistan deported more than 19,500 Afghans during the month of April as part of a wider crackdown on 

undocumented Afghans and those with temporary residence. Among those forced to leave are second generation 

immigrants and those who had been living in Pakistan for decades.   

Haitians face record hunger as gang violence grips country in throes of economic crisis 

E Sanon and D Coto - AP News, 18 April 2025 

It is forecast that more than half of Haiti’s population will experience severe hunger during the month of June.  The 

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, a multi-agency UN initiative, cites gang violence and ongoing 

economic crisis as drivers of Haiti’s food insecurity.  Further, UNICEF reports that 2.85 million children in Haiti are 

facing food insecurity due to reduced humanitarian food aid.  

Hundreds may have been killed in recent Darfur attacks, says UN 

D Nesta Kupemba - BBC News, 15 April 2025 

A series of attacks by the paramilitary group Rapid Support Forces were conducted in Sudan’s Darfur region in early 

April.  400 people were reportedly killed after ground and aerial assaults on refugee camps near the city of el-

Fasher.  The United Nations said it had verified 148 killings, including at least nine humanitarian aid workers, 

however UN spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani stated “credible sources” indicate the death toll was at least 400. 

‘Cross-border commuters’: the women who risk the dangerous crossing between Venezuela and 

Colombia each day 

The Conversation, 15 April 2025 

Many single mothers and children cross the border from Venezuela into Colombia each day, legally or illegally, in 

search of work, goods, and education.  These people are not considered migrants as they remain within the border 

zone and are not required to have their passports stamped; despite this, many report encountering various risks 

during their journeys, including bribery, sexual violence, and encountering armed groups.  

Flooding displaces thousands amid ongoing unrest in eastern DR Congo 

UN News, 15 April 2025  

UN News reports on recent flooding in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) after the Rugumba River burst its 

banks.   Nearly 10,000 people in the Tanganyika province are estimated to have been displaced, while homes, 

schools, and agricultural land were destroyed.   Contaminated flood waters have raised concerns regarding the risk 

of disease outbreaks, with documented cholera cases in Tanganyika already six times higher than this time last 

year. 

UN slams Myanmar’s ruling military for breaching truce amid quake recovery 

Al Jazeera, 11 April 2025 

Ravina Shamdasani, spokeswoman for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, denounced attacks by 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/05/29/panama-completes-first-climate-related-relocation
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c74z19pl7wgo
https://apnews.com/article/haiti-hunger-starvation-gang-violence-c5f3255aeb6a107ba0e419288bd3503c
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy8e5kj5gmdo
https://theconversation.com/cross-border-commuters-the-women-who-risk-the-dangerous-crossing-between-venezuela-and-colombia-each-day-253552
https://theconversation.com/cross-border-commuters-the-women-who-risk-the-dangerous-crossing-between-venezuela-and-colombia-each-day-253552
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/04/1162261
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/4/11/un-denounces-myanmar-military-government-attacks-despite-post-quake-truce
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Myanmar’s governing military on armed resistance groups during a ceasefire following a deadly earthquake on 

March 28.  It is reported over 120 attacks have been carried out by the military since the earthquake, with over half 

of them occurring after the declared ceasefire.  

Seven arrests in hit against Egyptian criminal network smuggling irregular migrants across the 

Mediterranean 

European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (Europol), 9 April 2025 

Seven members of a migrant smuggling network were arrested on 8 April in Italy, Germany, Albania, Türkiye and 

Oman.  It is reported over 3,000 migrants were smuggled across the Mediterranean via the network, primarily by 

Egyptian skippers, with migrants paying up to EUR10,000 for the journey.  

Recorded executions hit their highest figure since 2015 

Amnesty International, 8 April 2025 

Amnesty International report that there were 1,518 recorded executions across the world in 2024.  Iran, Iraq, and 

Saudi Arabia were responsible for the majority of these, with a total of 1,380 recorded executions.  This figure does 

not, however, include those that have been executed in China, North Korea and Viet Nam, who are believed to use 

the death penalty extensively.  

___________________________________________________________ 

Planning a safari after the conference? 

Kenya is studded with superb game parks, including the breathtaking plains of the Masai Mara and the beautiful 

Amboseli, where you wake every morning to dawn breaking over Kilimanjaro.  There are many safari operators 

online.  We suggest getting a group together, hiring a driver with a pop-top Landrover and taking a few days in a 

luxury lodge in a game park.  And if photography is your thing, a camera with at least a 300mm zoom lens….   

  

https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/seven-arrests-in-hit-against-egyptian-criminal-network-smuggling-irregular-migrants-across-mediterranean
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/seven-arrests-in-hit-against-egyptian-criminal-network-smuggling-irregular-migrants-across-mediterranean
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/global-recorded-executions-hit-their-highest-figure-since-2015/
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Recent Case-Law of Interest from Around the World 
 

 
AMERICAS 

Mohamud v Canada (Citizenship and Immigration) 

2025 FC 1177 (2 July 2025) 

It is a strange world in which a legal status can be recognised separately at international law and also by domestic 
law.  But that is the position with refugee status, which can be recognised by UNHCR under its mandate, or 
domestically by states.   And what happens when the two collide?  This was the unusual situaton Mohamud in 
which UNHCR had previously recognised a Somali national in Uganda, later followed by his application to the 
Canadian authorities.  The Federal Court helpfully reinforced that, while UNHCR’s recognition is not binding on the 
state under its own domestic processes, it is nevertheless a mandatory consideration, the court stating (in one of 
the shortest judgments ever, at 12 paragraphs): 

“[10]  I refer to paragraph 58 of the decision in Ghirmatsion v. Canada (Citizenship and Immigration), 2011 FC 519 
(CanLII), [2013] 1 FCR 261, where the Court noted that although status as a UNHCR refugee is not determinative, it is an 
important factor that an officer is obliged to consider.  An officer is not bound by an applicant’s UNHCR status but must 
provide an explanation for why a different conclusion was reached.” 

 

ASIA PACIFIC 

FBLQ v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs 

[2025] FCAFC 71 

In dismissing an appeal from a primary judge’s decision upholding the AAT’s decision, the Federal Circuit Court 

considered the obligations of the AAT (now the ART) towards a refugee applicant who spoke little English and had 

chosen to be represented by a non-lawyer (his wife) who was also a witness. The Court discussed whether there 

was a duty on the AAT to explain matters of practice and procedure to the representative, whether it ought to have 

counselled the appellant against his choice of representative and whether it was obliged to ensure the whole of the 

hearing was interpreted, finding that the appellant failed to prove such breaches. 

 

Enkhbat v Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs 

[2025] FedCFamC2G 308 (6 March 2025) 

An unrepresented applicant for judicial review of an AAT decision argued that errors in the Tribunal’s reasons were 

evidence of carelessness, reflecting on the integrity of the decision.  The errors were as to her country of origin and 

gender.  The Court found that it was clear from a fair reading of the reasons that those errors were typographical 

and reflected no misunderstanding by the Tribunal that could support a finding of jurisdictional error.  At [26]-[27], 

McCabe J memorably said: 

“... I expect there are few decision-makers (including judges) who have not winced when they re-read judgments or reasons 
for decision that contain minor errors that were not picked up prior to publication.  That is why almost all courts and 
tribunals have some version of the so-called ‘slip rule’ which permits post-publication corrections.  Writing decisions is a 
difficult intellectual and logistic exercise, and a quintessentially human endeavour.  It is easy to make minor mistakes when 
one is in the throes of producing a set of reasons. The risk of error is all the greater when a harried decision-maker is under 
pressure to quickly complete a case before moving on to the next one.  Tired decision-makers make mistakes, but it is easy 
for anyone to make and miss errors.  Having written the reasons, the eye of the writer is often deceived by what their mind 

https://www.canlii.org/en/ca/fct/doc/2025/2025fc1177/2025fc1177.html?resultId=e507f391c3b44ccda551746ede4bd202&searchId=2025-07-04T10:19:46:634/62c85d68b37a4e31923cf54aeb8d72fa&searchUrlHash=AAAAAQAHcmVmdWdlZQAAAAAB
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/full/2025/2025fcafc0071
https://austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/cth/FedCFamC2G/2025/308.html
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intended – which is why editing one’s own work is a fraught task.  That practical challenge explains why Courts and the 
Tribunal have traditionally relied on associates.  Rigorous editing by a fresh but informed set of eyes (as opposed to a 
cursory proof-read by someone without awareness of the issues in the case, or feedback from a form of artificial 
intelligence) is an important form of quality control. 

While I acknowledge the individual Tribunal member or judge must always take responsibility for what they have written, 
that does not relieve these institutions of the need to provide proper, skilful and timely support for decision-making.  That 
support comes in many forms, including appropriate listing processes and sensitive workload management, adequate 
editing and review arrangements, and professional development training on decision-writing.  There must be a question 
over the adequacy of those important quality controls if errors repeatedly occur.” 

 

AFRICA 

Scalabrini Centre of Cape Town and Another v Minister of Home Affairs and Others 

(case number 8684/2024) 

In the Scalabrini Centre decision, a Full Court of the High Court Western Cape Division in South Africa has found 

that certain new amendments to the Refugees Act 1998 and regulations to be unconstitutional.   

The legislation dealt with in this case was the same as was dealt with in Ashebo v Minister of Home Affairs and 

Others 2023 (5) SA 382 (CC), decided by the Constitutional Court three years ago.  In a nutshell, the Full Court in the 

Western Cape has declared that the impugned provisions were incompatible with the non-refoulement principle 

and has declared them incompatible with the Constitution and so unconstitutional.  

The judgement has been referred to the Constitutional Court for confirmation.  The interest in this judgment is that 

its impact is on the provisions that were considered by the Constitutional Court when declaring that it was not 

unlawful to arrest and detain an illegal foreigner even if an intention to apply for asylum was expressed, as long as 

she or he was enabled to apply for asylum after establishing good cause for her/his illegal entry and stay in the 

country.  

It remains to be seen what the Constitutional Court will do when it hears the matter. 

 

___________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"You can only protect your liberties in this 

world by protecting the other man's freedom. 

You can only be free if I am free." 

-  

- Clarence Darrow, lawyer (1857-1938)  

https://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZAWCHC/2024/263.pdf
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WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REFUGEE AND MIGRATION JUDGES 

The IARMJ is an organisation for judges and decision-makers interested in refugee law and migration law.  In 
particular, it fosters recognition that refugee status is an individual right established under international law, and 
that the determination of refugee status and its cessation should be subject to the rule of law. 

THE EXECUTIVE  
 

President Justice Isaac Lenaola, Kenya Membership is open to judges and appellate 
decision-makers, and Associate Membership 
to interested academics by invitation. 
 
Contact: 

Liesbeth van de Meeberg, Office Manager, 
IARMJ 

office@iarmj.org    or    +31 6150 42782 
 

Visit us at www.iarmj.org 

Vice President Judge Catherine Koutsopoulou, Greece 
Immediate Past President Judge Katelijne Declerck, Belgium 

Secretary Judge Martin Treadwell, New Zealand 
Treasurer tbc 

Africa Chapter President Justice Dunstan Mlambo, South Africa 
Americas Chapter President Justice Shirzad Ahmed, Canada 

Asia Pacific Chapter President Judge Maria J G (Joy) Torres, Philippines 
Europe Chapter President Judge Catherine Koutsopoulou, Greece 

 
THE SUPERVISORY COUNCIL 

 

Zouheir Ben Tanfous, Tunisia 
Johan Berg, Norway 
Thomas Besson, France  
Rolf Driver, Australia 

Judith Gleeson, UK (Chair) 
Mathieu Herondart, France 
Michael Hoppe, Germany 
Esteban Lemus Laporte, Costa Rica 
 

Allan Mackey, New Zealand 
Chiara Piras, Switzerland 
Hugo Storey, UK  
Maria J G Torres, Philippines (Deputy Chair) 

 
THE ASSOCIATION’S WORKING PARTIES 

 

The Association maintains a number of Working Parties, for the advancement and exploration of developments in 
refugee and migration law.  The Convenor of the Working Parties is James Simeon, who can be contacted at 
jcsimeon@yorku.ca.  The Working Parties’ Rapporteurs are: 

 Rapporteurs     
Artificial Intelligence John Keith uppertribunaljudge.keith@ejudiciary.net 

Asylum & Migration Procedures Michael Hoppe Michael.Hoppe@vghmannheim.justiz.bwl.de  

Deportation  Martin Treadwell Judge.Treadwell@courts.govt.nz  

Detention Julian Phillips residentjudge.phillips@ejudiciary.net 

Exclusion, Cessation and Deprivation of Citizenship Johan Berg jbe@une.no  

COI, Expert Evidence and Social media Mark Symes marks@gclaw.co.uk 

Human Rights Nexus   Judith Gleeson judith.coomber@gmx.co.uk 

Judicial Resilience and Well-Being Martha Roche Martha.Roche@justice.govt.nz 

Particular Social Group Hilkka Becker hcbecker@protectionappeals.ie  

Vulnerable Persons Declan O'Callaghan UpperTribunalJudge.O’Callaghan@ejudiciary.net 

Training/Ongoing Professional Development Anna Bengtsson annadotbengtsson@gmail.com 

Climate, Migration, and Protection Pathways Nurjehan Mawani nurjehan.mawani@gmail.com 

 

The IARMJ World Update is a publication of the International Association of Refugee and Migration Judges. 
It is not to be copied or disseminated without the permission in writing of the Association. 

DISCLAIMER:  While the IARMJ has taken all reasonable care in placing correct information in this newsletter, it cannot be 
liable for any inaccuracy, error, omission or any other kind of deficiency or flaw in the information contained herein, 
including links to works of third parties.  The IARMJ fully excludes all liability of any kind to any person or entity that 
chooses to rely upon the information.  The IARMJ is not responsible for and does not endorse the content of other websites 
linked to, or referenced from, this newsletter.   It cannot guarantee that links will work. 

The views expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or views of the IARMJ. 
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